


Brian McCall, Ph.D., is chancellor of the Texas State 
University System, the fi rst university system established 
in Texas, comprising eight institutions with more than 
81,000 students and 15,000 faculty and staff.

McCall previously served in the Texas House of 
Representatives, fi rst elected in 1991 to represent the 
areas of North Dallas, Frisco, Allen and Plano. As a 
representative, he served as chairman of the House 
Calendars Committee and as a member of the Higher 
Education Committee. Texas Monthly named McCall one 
of the “10 Best” legislators of the 2009 session.

McCall wrote and passed one of the largest tax-cut 
bills in the history of Texas and during his last session secured $5 million in funding 
for the University of Texas at Dallas’ Center for Values and Medicine. Other legislative 
accomplishments include authoring and passing key bills in the areas of health care, 
biotechnology, high technology, identity theft, and tax and budget policy.

McCall serves on the board of Legacy Texas Financial Group and as chairman of Texas’ 
Council of Public University Presidents and Chancellors, a position to which he was 
elected by the state’s 38 public university presidents and six chancellors.

Previous to his appointment as chancellor, he was president of Westminster Capital 
Corporation, an investment fi rm focused on acquisitions primarily in software and 
technology. Additionally, he and his brother, David, operate Snow Hill Farm north of 
Dallas.

McCall holds a bachelor’s degree from Baylor University and a master’s from Southern 
Methodist University. He spent a year as a visiting post-graduate student at Oxford 
University, before earning a doctor of philosophy degree from the University of Texas at 
Dallas.

As the author of “The Power of the Texas Governor: Connally to Bush”, published 
by University of Texas Press, he examined how various governors have overcome the 
institutional limitations of the offi ce to achieve signifi cant political power.

A long-time civic and community volunteer, McCall is founder and chairman of the 
board of the Empowerment Project, a non-profi t organization which has sent more than 
$10 million worth of math and science books to disadvantaged schools in the Republic 
of South Africa, and helped construct a library in Vietnam through the Libraries of Love 
organization. The Empowerment Project also raised more than $350,000 to provide 
direct support for the medical needs of children in North Texas.

McCall is the recipient of the 2012 Distinguished Alumni Award from the University of 
Texas at Dallas, is a member of the Philosophical Society of Texas and serves on the 
board of directors of ZACH Theater in Austin.
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Veronica Muzquiz Edwards    San Antonio
David Montagne   Beaumont
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CEREMONY PROGRAM

Musical Prelude  Lamar University Brass Ensemble 
    Scott Deppe, Ed.D.

Director of Bands

Academic Processional* Lula Henry, Ed.D.
Associate Professor of

    Teacher Education

Crown Imperial            Lamar University Brass Ensemble 
Walton

The National Anthem* Debra Greschner, M.M.
The Star Spangled Banner Instructor of Music
Francis Scott Key 

Welcome   James Marquart, Ph.D.   
Provost and 

    Vice President for Academic Affairs

Introductions   Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.   
President

Commencement Address Brian McCall, Ph.D.
Chancellor    

    The Texas State University System

Certifi cation of Graduates James Marquart, Ph.D.

Conferring of Degrees Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.

Presentation of Graduating  James Marquart, Ph.D.
Class/Investiture of 
Doctorates

Announcement of   Paul T. M. Hemenway, Ph.D.
Graduates   Professor of Communication

R. J. Davis, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Counseling 

    and Special Populations

Student Recognitions  Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.

Alumni Greetings   Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.

Lamar University  Debra Greschner, M.M.
Alma Mater*
G. Rhodes Smartt

Lamar to thee we’re singing We will ever need thee     
Voices raised on high.           As our guiding star.             
We will forever love thee       To us you’ll always be 
Laud thee to the sky.  Our glorious Lamar.

Academic Recessional* Lula Henry, Ed.D.

Please join us for an informal reception, located upstairs in the concourse area of 
the Montagne Center, following the ceremony.

*Audience please stand.

To maintain the dignity of the program, guests are requested to refrain from 
unnecessary noises (air horns, etc.) and movement during the ceremony.



ARTS & SCIENCES
Brenda S. Nichols, Dean
Joe Nordgren, Associate Dean

Applied Arts & Sciences:
Joe Nordgren, Associate Dean
Eileen Burch

Biology:
Paul Nicoletto, Chair
Matthew Pyne
Randall Yoder

Chemistry & Biochemistry:
Paul Bernazzani, Chair
Ozge Gunaydin-Sen
T. Thuy Minh Nguyen
Shyam S. Shukla
Maxim V. Soukhodolets
Suying Wei

Computer Science:
Stefan Andrei, Chair
Hikyoo Koh
Larry Osborne
Sujing Wang

Earth & Space Sciences:
Jim Jordan, Chair
Joe Kruger

English & Modern Languages:
Jim Sanderson, Chair
R.S. Gwynn
Max Loges
Yaw Oteng

Dale Priest
Steven Zani

General Studies:
Frances Morris, Director
Emilee Davis
Carlene Lloyd

History:
Mary Scheer, Chair
Gwinyai Muzorewa
Lee Thompson

Mathematics:
MaryE Wilkinson, Chair
Valentin Andreev
Kumer Das
Jacqueline Jensen-Vallin
Jasdeep Pannu

JoAnne Gay Dishman Nursing:
Cindy Stinson, Interim Chair
Glynda Cochran
Lisa Donnelly
Gina Hale
Nancye McAfee
J.T. Seaman
Valene Talenda
Sharon Williams

Physics:
Richard Lumpkin, Interim Chair
Ming Lou

Political Science:
Terri Davis, Chair
Boyd Lanier

Psychology:
Edythe Kirk, Chair
Elizabeth Aronson
Judith Mann

Sociology, Social Work, & 
Criminal Justice:
Stuart Wright, Chair
Eric Bronson

BUSINESS
Enrique “Henry” Venta, Dean

Accounting & Business Law:
Gisele Moss, Chair
Marleen Swerdlow, Director
David Rose

Reese Construction 
Management:
Steve McCrary, Director

Economics & Finance:
Larry Allen, Chair
Jai-Young Choi
Karyn Neuhauser

Information Systems & 
Analysis:
Kakoli Bandyopadhyay, Chair
Alicen Flosi

Management & Marketing:
K.C. Sen, Chair
Jeff Dyson, Director
Soumava Bandyopadhyay
Komal Karani

DIRECTORS OF GRADUATION CEREMONIES
 David Short Jr., Registrar Barbie Price, Assistant Registrar

DIRECTORS OF STUDENT MARSHALS
Carl Husband, Director of Records & Registration

Natasha Walker, Director of Records & Registration
GRADUATION COORDINATORS

 Ashley Yentzen Glenn Faye Johnnie-Soileau

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FACULTY

EDUCATION & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT
Robert Spina, Dean
William Holmes, Associate Dean

Counseling & Special 
Populations:
Carl Sheperis, Chair
Patricia Harris
Ruth Moore
Cheryl Nelson
Anna Nguyen
Jonathan Procter
Sedef Smith
Lisa Wines

Educational Leadership:
Jason Mixon, Chair
Kay Abernathy
Nancy Adams
Donna Azodi
DarylAnn Borel
Cynthia Cummings
Babette Eikenberg
Donna Fong
Sandra Harris
Kathryn Jones
Jason Mixon
Robert Nicks
Christina Puente
Kaye Shelton
Tilisa Thibodeaux
J. Kenneth “Ken” Young
Porchanee’ White

Family & Consumer Sciences:
Greg Thompson, Chair
J.J. Chen
Molly Dahm
Jill Killough
Jan Kimmons
Connie Ruiz
Amy Shows
Kim Wallet

Health & Kinesiology:
Doug Boatwright, Chair
Mihae Bae
Dan Chilek
Praphul Joshi

Teacher Education:
Lula Henry
Kathrine Sprott
Freddie Titus
Debra Troxclair

ENGINEERING
Srinivas Palanki, Dean
Victor Zaloom, Associate Dean

Dan F. Smith Chemical:
T.C. Ho, Chair
Daniel Chen
John Gossage
Sidney Lin
Peyton Richmond
Qiang Xu

Civil:
Robert Yuan, Chair
Nicholas Brake
Mien Jao
Xing Wu

Phillip M. Drayer Electrical:
Harley Myler, Chair
Ruhai Wang

Industrial:
Brian Craig, Chair
Yueqing Li
Berna Tokgoz
Gary Yentzen

Mechanical:
Hsing-wei Chu, Chair

FINE ARTS & 
COMMUNICATION
Derina Holtzhausen, Dean

Art:
Donna Meeks, Chair
Sherry Saunders

Communication:
O’Brien Stanley, Chair
Paul T. M. Hemenway

Deaf Studies & Deaf 
Education:
Monica Harn, Interim Chair
Mary Anne Gentry

Mary Morgan Moore Music:
Kurt Gilman, Chair
Scott Deppe
Debra Greschner

Speech & Hearing Sciences:
Monica Harn, Chair

Theatre & Dance:
Golden Wright, Interim Chair

REAUD HONORS COLLEGE
Kevin Dodson, Dean

DIVISION OF DISTANCE 
LEARNING
Paula Nichols, Executive                 
  Director

LIBRARY
David Carroll, Director
Theresa Hefner-Babb
Karen Nichols
Trina Nolen

Hsing-wei Chu 
Cynthia Cummings 
Terri Davis
Kathryn Jones

Jill Killough
Karyn Neuhauser 
Anna Nguyen 
Freddie Titus 

J. Kenneth “Ken” Young 
Steven Zani 

FACULTY MARSHALS



COLLEGE OF GRADUATE 
STUDIES
Dr. William E. Harn, Dean

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION IN
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Georgeanna Adams-Molina
Nancy Carol Mitchell Anderson
Kimberly Gonzales
Carl Martin Husband
Leah Lynn Kahn
Elise Wheat Kail
Hunter Edwin Keeney
Nasser Keshari
Wendy Jo Mays
Zulema Caudillo Mazloom
Denise Lynn Mustin
Jesse Robert Salazar
Ronny Dee Welborn
Melba Ellen Williams

DOCTOR OF ENGINEERING
Maryam Besharati-Givi

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
Arnab Baksi
Ha Quan Dinh

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN
CHEMISTRY
Achyuth Reddy Challamala
Kalyan Chakravarthi Chittithoti 
Soujanya S. Gudala
Anusha Jalla
Rahuveer Painam
Ankith Kumar Patel
Pragna Reddy Pulakurthy
Maryam Shahid

Prajna Sunkara
Ramesh Suvvari

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Dipankar Dey
Saman Izadpanah
Yeshwanth Katta
Akshay Mandloi
Karthik Kumar Mula
Mayank Ashokbhai Patel
Pooja Himanshu Patel
Reshmaben Arvindkumar Patel
Pranay Reddy Peddireddy
Phillip E. Potter Jr.
Mukesh Kanubhai Vaghashiya

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
MATHEMATICS
Md Mujibur Rahman Chowdhury
Casey Stephen Dean
Asim Kumer Dey

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
Margaret Montori Elizabeth Baertl
Amber Lanae Lovell
Yu Wu

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN APPLIED 
PSYCHOLOGY
Hannah Elizabeth Bohannon
Lisa Ann Topping

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Matt E. Anderson
Raven Lashae’ Blanchard
Alma Mireya Bravo Quintanar
Amber Renee’ Calcote
Johnna McLaurin Coleman

Ray A. Coleman
Delvin Hendrick Hester
Bradley Wayne Irvin
Crystal Granger Jones
Paula Ly Chunn Lee
Victoria Martha Relford
Terra Natia Richardson

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN
ACCOUNTING
Scott Alan Lyle
Junhan Zhang

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Jeremy Lynn Burks
Xi Chen
Kenneth Wayne George Jr.
Md Ismail Haidar
Michael John Hammersmith
Mohammad Tariquel Islam
Jeffrey Wilson Lee
Anakaren Leslie
Shawn Oscar McCullough
Andromeda Esther Menard
Mitchell Joseph Normand
Clayton James Owen
Taylor James Perkins
Ashly Victoria Pippins
Chad Edward Pruitt
Kayla Leeann Ragan
Kasey Pattillo Taylor

MASTER OF EDUCATION IN 
COUNSELING AND DEVELOPMENT
Emilie Margaret Armolt Morrison
Jamey Phillips
Michelle Lynn Thiel

MASTER OF EDUCATION IN 
SCHOOL COUNSELING
Carole Michelle Anthony
Nancy Jean Brann
Natesha Eunice Bull
Michelle Holston Conklin
Keshia Rene Edwards
Rebecca Elizabeth Hering
Carlos Martin Johnson
Debra Kay Lenamond
Angela Lee Hall Neal
Kayla Lillian Walling

MASTER OF EDUCATION IN
SPECIAL EDUCATION
Kimberly Marie Arnold
Andrea DeAnn Benning
Rodondria Rochelle Bradley
Kacey Gail Brinkley
Ashlin Marie Brown
Paula Marie Butcher
Regina Claire Caillier
Elizabeth Ann Donaldson
Rachel England
Rachel Jessica Fein
Marbeth Dawn Gauson
Kristan Kay Hayes
Irene Hazary Macias
Fanta Renee Mosley
Jennifer Lynn Saxton
Michael Landin Sims
Ruth Catherine Strickland
Saberina Turner

MASTER OF EDUCATION IN
ADMINISTRATION
Bobbie Brook Allen
Sarah Elizabeth Ambrus



Erin Michelle Augusta
Rosalind Bailey
Christopher Nordean Baker
Levi W. Bandy
Sarah Beth Barnes
Gilbert John Barrera Jr.
Brittany Ann Bathe
Crystal Marie Bauer
Mary Lain Beisert
Jacob Foy Bell
Richard Scott Bicknell
Angela A. Bonner
John Robert Bonner Jr.
Seth Aaron Boschen
Kimsheka Shonte’ Bowie
Anthony Robert Bradley
Andrew Craig Bridges
Anissa Kay Briseno
Brianne Worthington Brock
Nicole Yvette Brooks
John C. Brown
Kara Brianne Brown
Cindy Joanne Brunson
William J. Burnes
Sandra Jean Burns
Darryl Christopher Butler (Posthumous)

Keshelia Amanda Calcote
Anita D. Callaway
Kristi Lynn Campbell
Joseph Wayne Carroll
Nicholas Ryan Carton
Cinthya Mirella Chavez-Shipley
Jennifer Leigh Adam Choat
Frank Philip Chuter Jr.
Jonathan Blue Coats
Dennis Christopher Cobb
Stephanie Ann Cobb

Jordan S. Coffman
Ashley Dean Collier
Bruce Cooper
Peggy Ann Craft
Deborah Marie Cuellar
Michael Clayton Darlington
Diondria Belinda Davis
Jessica Marie Deaso
Kenley Dale Dover
Sheila Dubberley
Jeffery Paul Duffey
Karla Elaine Dunn
Melanie Danielle Dunn
Chelsey Ann Ellison
Morgan Alexandra Everett
Karen Shaw Ewton
Carrie Ogden Faltysek
Meredith McKenzie Fiaccone
Jon M. Fisher
Aaron Yutaka Fong
Matthew Dunnam Ford
Andrew Steven Fork
Barbara Lorene Fuller
Christopher Glenn Gaines
Marcelo Esteban Galindo
Aaron Javier Garcia
Estrella Rebecca Garcia
Kara Aly Garcia
Rachel Elizabeth Garrido
Kirstin Badrak Garrison
Rendee Page Garrison
Nora Garza
Stephani Jania Garza
Melissa Lee Gaskin
Anshawna J. General
David Preston George
Jaime Elita Gibbs

Jenny Schoenemann Glaser
Micah Cale Goebel
Adrian Gonzales
Kristi Renee Gore
Erica Rae Goulding
Jonathan Calvin Gray
Joshua David Greenwood
Brent Edward Grelle
Melissa Grennan
Carmen Jane Grigg
John Robert Griggs
Osiel Angel Guzman Jr.
Amanda Rachelle Haley
Jacob Chandler Hall
Korrey Rebecca Hansen
Tara Nichole Haworth
David G. Hayward
Leah Patrice Henry
Maria Dolores Hernandez
Sarah Eileen Hesson
Donna Ruth Holt
Shannon Kaylene Huber
Haley Collette Hudnall
Ayana Rossi Hudson
William Huerta Sr.
Carrie Lynn Hughes
Phyllis Belinda Sabo James
John Paul Johnson
Zerita Johnson-Thomas
Brandi Pustka Jones
Jana Lea Jones
Kai Cherisse Jones
Kelsey Joe Jones
Ronald Bradley Jones
Tiffany Dawn Jones
Quinn Marie Judice
Christopher Michael King

Kellye Lyne King
Tracey Kelly Kiplinger
Stephanie Brooke Knight
Jamie Nicole Kollmann
Wendy Michelle Kruse
Tabitha LaMae Lain
Valerie Jean Lampkin
Shannon Elizabeth Landrum
Amy Marie Langley
Jason Everett Lawson
Aileen Leal
Yvonne Marie Leal
Rachel Michelle Ledoux
Daniel Francis Lefave
Nichole Adrian Lewis
Patrick Ryan Longstreet
Charles Douglas Lum
Monica A. Marichalar
Patrick John Marrie
Lovette Joy Martin
Sharetha Renee Mathis
Jason Scott Matisoff
Breana Paige May
Byron R. May
Meghan Ashleigh McAuliffe
Raymond Matthew McCray
Joshua Ray McDaniel
Miranda Nicole McDonald
Bobby McGensey
Mitchell Lee McGrew
Yolanda R. McKinney
Brett Alan McPhatter
Charlott Dawn McReynolds
Joe David Medrano
Erika Lynn Mehdizadeh
James Jeffrey Miller
Leah Jean’ne Mitchell



Kristi Lynn Moore
Patricia Marie Mowry
Adekemi Moyede
Daniel E. Mullen III
Lynnly Erin Muncherjee
Erin Kathleen Murphy
Yanira Suley Murphy
Kimberly Michele Nash
Dana L. Neighbors
Trenton Jerome Nickerson
Kimberly Renee Olson
Melissa Denise O’Neal
Euclide Jean Osse
Sandra Ostrowski
Lisselle Osuna
Jennifer Marie Pate
Lashonda Michelle Pernetter
Billy Don Poe
Nancee Lindquist Pyper
Amanda Marie Rasco
Whitney Rae Reardon
Sarah Elizabeth Reech
Elizabeth Reyes
Tracey Jeanette Reyna
Kevin Wayne Roberts
Nekia Q. Robinson
Robert Russell Robinson Jr.
Redolfo Rocha Jr.
Jorge A. Rodriguez
Rommel Rodriguez
Dedra Ann Rohan
Crystal Elaine Romanelli
Stephanie E. Root
Amber Dawn Ross
Amy Lynn Russell
Yvonne Yvette Saenz
Michael Allen Sain
Adriana Salinas

Carol Sierra Salva
Adam Earl Schmidtendorff
Michelle Renae Schwarzlose
Thomas Oneal Sephus
Russ Carlton Sims
Brendan James Smith
Brett Michael Smith
Kanesha Dachette Smith
Christy Michelle South
Malinda Ann Stevens
Shemeika Sereal Stewart
Melissa Anne Stolle
Catherine Jane Stringer
Samiah Jabeen Sultan
Brad A. Swarts
Casita Ruez Taylor
Christopher K. Thomas
Denise Poledor Thomas
Sarah Jewel Thompson
Leslie Shay Troutman
Armilea J. Trujillo
Brad Weldon Tyler
Jay Lee Underwood
Ryan Jude Upshaw
Elizabeth K. Valdez
Jessica Anne Valenta
Janae Woodland Vanorden
Bonnie June Wall
Alexa Watson
David Lee Wells
Tara Michelle Wells
Ashley Caroline Westbrook
Sharla Camille Williams
Claude W. Willingham
Josh Kenneth Wittrock
Amber Nicole Womble
Michelle Barnett Wood
Katherine Suzanne Young

Callene Anthony Zapalac

MASTER OF EDUCATION IN
EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 
LEADERSHIP
Caleb Logan Berry
Jolene Joy Foust Biffl e
Angel Cole Bradford
Jennifer Ann Burkhalter-Hamby
Paul Francis Carampatan
Brian Patrick Clevenger
Candice Janea Eixman
Marli Lynn Epperson
Jennifer J. Fay
Steven Craig Foster
Jason Darrin Frugia
Felicitas Garcia
Timothy J. Gau
Analily Gutierrez
Ashley Dawn Guynes
Brooke Clare Hebert
Justin Micheal Hughes
Anika Pena Just
Elizabeth Marie King
Christopher Joseph Kortan
Paul Grant Kretchmer
Lauren Elizabeth Kubin
Celil Kucukbasol
Matthew W. Nelson
Mary Reene Oakley
Ryan Phillip Podraza
Serah Lorraine Qualls
Jayashree Reddy
Cristal Amy Chapa Reyes
Jeremy Dale Salois
Mitchell Todd Stephens
Crystal Mulkey Sullivan
Albelardo Victor Torres Jr.

Philip Andrew Wade

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN FAMILY
AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Alicia Christine Allen
Alicia K. Major
Christina Ann Rhoads
Kirstie Lynn-Marie Smith
Diedra Marie Taylor
Brittany Lauren Zelikoff

MASTER OF EDUCATION IN 
TEACHER LEADERSHIP
Kimberly Ware Alexander
Kila Renae Bach
Denise Hogan Behrmann
Tracy Lynn Brown
Shannon Marie Bush
Kathryn Lynnette Craig
Elise J. Delgado
Jenna Lynn Diltz
Brittany Len Eure
Annalin Ruth Geyer
Cheryl Rene’ Gradney
Elizabeth Finn Green
Tasha Nicole Helaire
Staci Braxton Hill
Sandra Kaye Hughes
Jaime Danielle Hulet
Laurie Lea Jarolimek
Ashley Elaine Johnson
Lisa Carole Kallies
Billye S. Klawinsky
Lauren Karen Kulish
Alice M. Levinsky
Melinda Johnson Pugh
Nicole Claire Shannon
Kelli J. Shedden
Kenneth L. Sherry



Amanda Lanclos Smith
Shannon Barnett Stacy
Andreas John Starling
Abby Elizabeth Stewart
Jessica Denise Tatum
Ryan Reid Thomas
Jennifer Noelle Tumey
Simonette Baltazar Vermillion
Jennifer Sue Williams
Jennifer Lauren Winter
Zoey Ying Zhu

MASTER OF ENGINEERING IN  
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 
Farhan Ahmed
Yagna Valkya Reddy Bhimavarapu
Imaduddin Abraar Mohammed
Parag Saxena

MASTER OF ENGINEERING IN 
CIVIL ENGINEERING 
Deepika Ankareddi
Ramesh Chandra Baniya
Andrea Llamas-Perez
Prithvi Vulupala

MASTER OF ENGINEERING IN 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Rajendra Prasad Adepalli
Shohel Ahmed
Mohan Krishna Amathi
Sai Prasad Goud Battula
Gopi Kishore Reddy Bonthu
Anitha Daggubati
Nikhil Reddy Gattupally
Aashish Bhaskar Godambe
Sandesh Harishchandra Jaitapkar
Praveen Kumar Kanna
Raja Minusha Ketineni
Srikanth Reddy Kondampally

Shashikanth Reddy Kunduru
Syamalatha Mallavarapu
Sravani Nannapaneni
Venkata Siva Naga Baji Gop 
   Nerella
Naitik Narendrakumar Parekh
Md Huzzatur Rahman
Varun Ravuri
Akashkumar Sandipkumar Ray
Raviteja Tella
Sandeepreddy Vangala

MASTER OF ENGINEERING IN 
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING
Sravan Kumar Reddy Kurre
Sai Nimmagadda

MASTER OF ENGINEERING IN 
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Bulbul Ahamed
Sampath Kumar Rallabandy Chary
Manu Mohan Cherukappallil
Bawo Emmanuel Eyitsede
Darshan Hassan Shantha Gowda
Sindhuja Katikaneni
Vandana Kumari
Dhirendrasinh Pravinsinh Mahida
Bharath Tumkur Mallikarjun
Ravi Teja Nadendla
Himakar Nannapaneni
Dhavalkumar Ravindrabhai Patel
Garvit Dileshbhai Patel
Paresh Ambalal Ambalal Patil
Saurav Porel
Venkata Krishna Harshavardhan    
   Ramineedi
Pranav B. Shah
Sarath Chandra Simhadri
Janaki Venkata Chandan  
   Srikakulapu

MASTER OF ENGINEERING 
SCIENCE IN CHEMICAL 
ENGINEERING
Krishna Somasi
Sandeep Singh Tomar
Venkata Sai Saraswati Vams

MASTER OF ENGINEERING 
SCIENCE IN ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING
Nirban Bhowmick
Mohammad Al-Amin Chowdhury
Ashwin Victor Samuel

MASTER OF ENGINEERING 
SCIENCE IN INDUSTRIAL 
ENGINEERING
Laya Pouresmaeil

MASTER OF ENGINEERING 
SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING
Mehrdad Mohsenizadeh

MASTER OF ENGINEERING 
MANAGEMENT
Abhinay Reddy Darasani
Venkata Vamsidhar Elisetty
Varun Kiritbhai Kabaria
Sandeep Kumar Nekkanti
Saicharan Poluri
Dilipreddy Singireddy

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN DEAF 
STUDIES/DEAF EDUCATION
James Joseph Bartlett
Natalie Jenny Delgado

MASTER OF MUSIC 
Phillip Paul Oliver

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SPEECH 
LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY
Elsie Ann Perkins
Dana Denise Pitman

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND 
SCIENCES
Dr. Brenda S. Nichols, Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BIOLOGY
Clay Stephen Edwards
Chelsea Ann Miller
Cristal Zambrano

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Christopher James Arnett
Carra Michelle Curtice
Jacob Alexander Lopez

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Pedro Alexis Velez
Joshua Lee Wilson

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN ENGLISH
Kalyn Candies Moseley
Salena Paige Parker
Ruby Leigh Walters

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN HISTORY
Alex Jameson Westbrook

BACHELOR OF APPLIED ARTS AND 
SCIENCES
Farrah Yvette Adams
Joshua Oluwole Aderibgbe



Robin Patricia Barela
Marvin B. Blackmon II
Jennifer Renee Carter
Erika Danielle Edwards
Lichol Eachett Ford
Priyank Gangadharan
Jonathan L. Gauntt
Logan Michelle Hicks
Laquetta Renee Howard
Gena Leann Inmon
Etim Adewale John
Cory Reece Kale
Azsanique Birdena Knox
Leah Griffi n Latour
Wade McNamara
Brittni Denise Morris
Kally Jane Morrison
Navid Naser
Richard O. O’Bryant
Jody Lynn Potier
Evan Daniel Rawls
Lexx’Ius Monae Achlee Shead
George Alfred Simo Jr.
Kenyetta Edwards Wheaton
Jessica Michelle White
Nancy S. Wilkes
Denessa Rae Williams
Steven Anthony Wilson

BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES
James William Branch
Cody Allen Cantrell
Callie Dianne Collins
Gloria Denise Cotton
Seth Gregory Dornak
Jordin Taylor Fenner
Emily Jean Foreman
Bailey Elizabeth Goins
Dee Anna Gray

Kirbie Diane Gruver
Jasmin Te’Neil Henderson
Anthony Holliday
Andre Charles Kennerson
Brandon Shane Kirkham
Ursula Mares Macias
Mandi Deann McDonald
Kahla La’Sha McGill
Emily Elizabeth Morgan
Marcus Chapman Mulkey
Rosalie Rosa Ray
Mark Roberts
Camela Phelps Rodriguez
Jessica Ralene Self
Jamie Danielle Stegall
Ashley Michelle Stotts
Nicholas Cleve Robert Tyson
Ebone Marie Williams

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
MATHEMATICS
Sarah Elizabeth Leger

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Cynthia Dawn Adams
Gloria Nkem Agbadiba
Elizabeth Lee-Ann Alpers
Melisa Iykeh Aneke
Angela Jane Arcuri
Kristin Lee Bradford Bolser
Kevin Joseph Brauer
Stacie Lynn Brown
Sharon Kaye Carpenter
Denise Stuckey Carrillo
Katlyn Michelle Collier
Gabriella Alyse Avila Credeur
Mackenzie Leigh Cucancic
Laurie Jean Deciantis

Mary Catherine Demaine
Crystal Ann Dorrell
Lisa Suzanne Durso
Ebere Juliet Emefi ele
Kenithia Sade’ Evans
Raymond Fuentes
Madison Elizabeth Gober
Jo Anna Ruth Gott
Latasha Michelle Grice
Vance Ray Hale
Raquel Denise Haley
Miranda Ann Hammermeister
Horace R. Haynes Jr.
Maria Isabel Hernandez
Teresa Amie Herrin
Jennifer Louise Kraemer
Latonya Renee Ledet
Autumn Nicole Lydick
Velvet Christa Maloy
Haley Michelle Manchac
Donnalyn Hodge Missick
Alicia Mone Moss
Kimberly Marie Nemai
Jennifer Doan Trang Nguyen
Linda Thanh Nguyen
Amber Rhea O’Brien
Thelma Chinenye Ofor
Dora Afonughe Olaku
Genevieve Dela Cruz Paule
Candice Marie Pena
Nancy Barber Ramsey
Christine Louise Rayner
Karina Isabel Romo
Nashia Marie Sassau
Rachel Cheianne Sims
Jillian Lea Smith
Crystal Rachele Waguespack
Joyce Elaine Wheaten

Kirsty Jolane Williams

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
PSYCHOLOGY
Rebekah Michelle Grohn

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
PSYCHOLOGY
Salynthia LaShay Jones

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Angela Sharis-Nicole Clark
Antrechelle LaRie’ Randle

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Rosemarie Estevez
Michael Garcia
Tyler S. Griffi n
Nicole Jennings
Kelly Hickman Johnson
Sharina Lanae’ Mason
Leona Lianne McDonald
Charles Anthony Ned
Vickie Frye Oldham
Constance Carla Posadas
Adam Geoffrey Smead
Crews William Taylor IV

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
SOCIOLOGY
Cristian Uriel Umana

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
Tammy Lynette Angelle
Bria Mir’Cale Atkins
Randall Ellis Bardin
Sandy Dee Ferguson
Laura Ann Floyd
Thomas Andrew Jackson



Takesha Yarnell Jeanmard
Thelma Johnson
Samantha L. Lannie
Charise Inez Moore
Phoebe Nkeiru Ogochukwu 
   Okwegba
Nichelle Simmi Owens
Ashley Erika Patterson
Shirley Rose Rideaux
Amy Katherine Terrell
Kirstie Renee Thibodeaux
Mallory Lynn Wappler
Ashley Rachell Wilson
LaRissa Denise Wilson

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Dr. Enrique “Henry” Venta, Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
Justin Morgan Keene
Trent Dillon Latino

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN ECONOMICS
Evan Janiece Goode

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN FINANCE 
AND ECONOMICS
John Bradley Powell

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN FINANCE
Luke Jerling
Kevin M. Johnson

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN ADVERTISING 
COMMUNICATIONS
Elizabeth Anne Cloys

Belinda Marie Slaughter

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN GENERAL 
BUSINESS, ENTREPRENEURSHIP, 
AND MANAGEMENT
Donna Kay Temple

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN GENERAL 
BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT
Sydney Lauren Melton
Jacob Taylor Scully

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN GENERAL 
BUSINESS
Karyn Abercrombie Hopkins
Olawunmi Maryam Seriki

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN 
MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS
Cody Patrick Laird
Michael Craig Landreneau
Quoc Viet Tran
Glenika Michelle Walker
Bijon Kyle Williams

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN HUMAN 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Kelsi Alexandria Caicedo
Mahogany F. Ford-Henderson
Floyd Lee Hollins

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN 
MANAGEMENT
Ryan Paul Atkinson

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION IN MARKETING
Taegire Gibson Akpotaire
Charles T. Cook
Emma Elizabeth Lanier
Anthony Marcelo Olabarrieta

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Dr. Robert Spina, Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN FAMILY 
STUDIES
Amanda Lynn Bland
Lillian Estella Cobb
Haley Alyse Malbrough

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NUTRITION, DIETETICS, AND 
HOSPITALITY
Karrie Ann Goodwin
Mindy Joy Palomo
Kelsey Ann Patrick
Alyssa Nicole Sanders

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
EXERCISE SCIENCE AND FITNESS 
MANAGEMENT
Christyna Leigh Badeaux
Bridgett Ann Balliviero
Ronald Willie Barrett
Tommie H. Barrett
Kevin James Bellard Jr.
Austin Joseph Bonnette
Ronald Drew Carlos
Marissa Whitney Carrion
Marissa Leigh LeJune
Megan Marinda Ogden
Brittney Janel O’Pry

Christopher Johnathan Pate
Kendra Janita V. Williams

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
HEALTH
Corynn Alyse Boudreaux
Rhoshana Valarie Brown
Alexia Sy’mone Gwinn
Octavia Joy Moore
Lilian A. Onyenobi
Shelby Denee Richardson
Diana Karelly Rodriguez
Autumn Chanell Ryals
Mylashia Shardae Tolliver

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Dr. Srinivas Palanki, Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Jordan Clark Deville
Rogelio Zavaleta Trujillo

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING
Luis Antonio Rangel

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY
Nathanael Caleb Smith

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Richard Caleb Johnson
Marcus Lee Salazar



COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION
Dr. Derina Holtzhausen, Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
COMMUNICATION
William Hayden Gilbert
Bethany Marie Moore
Priscilla Ochoa
Shelby Rae Rinehart
Brent Christopher Salenga
Derwin Everett Samuels Jr.
Taylor Renae Shields
Courtney Shae Sonnier
Hannah Willis (Posthumous)

Sheri Kristine Woddail

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MUSIC 
Jacob Todd Hollier*

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
SPEECH AND HEARING SCIENCES
Kelsie Sue Carlquist
Kay Ethel Virginia Fuller
Katherine Alexis LaFleur
Hailey Louise Lofton
Samantha M. Moody

*Reaud Honors College Graduate

DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS
Adams-Molina, Georgeanna – 
Correlational Study of Planned 
Behavior and PK-12 Teachers’ 
Adoption of Digital Resources in Four 
Texas School Districts – Cynthia D. 
Cummings, Dissertation Chair

Anderson, Nancy C. – An Analysis 
of Teacher Morale and Motivation 
Before, During, and After Fiscal 
Distress in a Rural School District – 
Jason R. Mixon, Dissertation Chair

Baksi, Arnab – Preparation and 
Characterization of Layered Double 
Hydroxides, Hopcalite Catalysts 
and Their Mixed Analogs for 
Redox Reactions – John Gossage, 
Supervising Professor

Besharati-Givi, Maryam – Performance 
Analysis and Optimization of Power 
Plants with Gas Turbines – Xianchang 
Li, Supervising Professor

Connell, Dylan E. – A 
Phenomenological Study:  Explicit 
Metacognitive Instruction in the 
AVID Program – Jennifer Butcher, 
Dissertation Chair

Dinh, Ha Quan – Process Simulation, 
Optimization, and Synthesis for 
Chemical Industry Sustainability – 
Qiang Xu, Supervising Professor

Gonzales, Kimberly E. – The Power 
of Words: A Bounded Case Study 
of Teacher Use of Mathematical 
Vocabulary – J. Kenneth Young, 
Dissertation Chair

Husband, Carl M. – An Investigation 
of the Relationship Between Student 
Employment and On-Time Graduation 
– J. Kenneth Young, Dissertation Chair

Kahn, Leah L. – STEM in the Middle 
Grades: A Phenomenological 
Narrative Study Exploring How 
Teachers Plan and Implement STEM 
Subjects as an Integrated Course – 
Babette Eikenberg, Dissertation Chair

Kail, Elise L. – Internal Communication: 
Effectiveness in a Texas Public 
School District – J. Kenneth Young, 
Dissertation Chair

Keeney, Hunter E. – The Effects of 
Student-Centered Learning Constructs 
on Student Satisfaction in Online 
Courses – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation 
Chair

Keshari, Nasser – Parental Perception 
of a Charter School – Sandra Harris, 
Dissertation Chair

Mays, Wendy Jo – A Correlational 
Study of the Relationship Between 
Individual Attributes and Online 
Course Completion at a Rural 
Community College in Texas – Sandra 
Harris, Dissertation Chair

Mazloom, Zulema C. – Effective 
Leadership Responsibilities that 
Enhance English Language Learners’ 
Learning – Sandra Harris, Dissertation 
Chair

Mustin, Denise L. – A Case Study of 
One Texas School District’s Successful 
Implementation of Response to 
Intervention for Behavior – Sandra 
Harris, Dissertation Chair

Salazar, Jesse – Perceived Roles of 
Hispanic Assistant Principals in a South 
Texas Rural School District – Jason R. 
Mixon, Dissertation Chair

Welborn, Ronny D. – An Investigation 
of the Experiences of Military 
Veterans’ Transition into Community 
College – Sandra Harris, Dissertation 
Chair

Williams, Melba Ellen – A 
Phenomenological Exploration of the 
Perceptions of Gifted Adolescents 
Coping with Stress – Sandra Harris, 
Dissertation Chair



MASTERS THESES
Bhowmick, Nirban – Mobile Multimedia 
Performance Differences in a UMTS 
LTE-Based Self-Organizing Network 
with and without Soft Handover – 
Harley R. Myler, Supervising Professor

Bohannon, Hannah E. – The Effects of 
Perceived Jury-Defendant Similarity on 
Sentencing Length – Judith R. Mann, 
Supervising Professor

Bravo Quintanar, Alma M. – Opposition 
to Policy Proposals Granting Legal 
Status to Undocumented Immigrants – 
Eric Bronson, Supervising Professor

Chowdhury, Mohammad A. – Improved 
Capacity in Macrocell Networks 
Through Deployment of Femtocells – 
Harley R. Myler, Supervising Professor

Chowdhury, Md Mujibur R. – 
Application of Singular Value 
Decomposition and Non-Negative 
Matrix Factorization in Image 
Compression – Kumer Das, Supervising 
Professor

Dean, Casey – Investigating Hidato 
Using Strong Direct Products – P. J. 
Crouch, Supervising Professor

Dey, Asim – Modeling Extreme 
Hurricane Damage in the United States 
– Kumer Das, Supervising Professor

Dey, Dipankar – Butterfl y Flight 
Simulator – Timothy Roden, Supervising 
Professor

Haque, Md Emdadul – Emission Control 
and Optimization of Flaring Gas of 
Polymer Plant – Qiang Xu, Supervising 
Professor

Izadpahah, Saman – Utilizing One-Class 
Collaborative Filtering Using Clustering 
and Top-K Nearest Neighbor – Kami 
Makki, Supervising Professor 

Jalla, Anusha – Synthesis of Pyrrolidine 
Based Organic Linkers for Metal 
Organic Frameworks – Xiangyang Lei, 
Supervising Professor

Jones, Crystal G. – How Family 
Backgrounds Have Impacts on Juvenile 
Delinquency – Cheng-Hsien Lin, 
Supervising Professor

Pitman, Dana – Improving 
Augmentative Communication During 
Storybook Reading – Monica Harn, 
Supervising Professor

Potter, Jr., Phillip E. – Effects of 
Scaling on Radial Basis Function 
Neural Networks – Peggy Doerschuk, 
Supervising Professor

Pouresmaeil, Laya – Using Pyton to 
Analyze Safety Records – James C. 
Curry, Supervising Professor

Rhoads, Christina – What Is the 
Relationship Between Exposure to 
Sexuality in Music Videos and the 
Incidence of Pregnancy and Abortion 
Among College Females? – S. Greg 
Thompson, Supervising Professor                                

Richardson, Terra – A Wide Sky of 
“Academic Stars”: A Qualitative 
Analysis of Outstanding Female 
Scholars in Criminology and Criminal 
Justice – Robert M. Worley, Supervising 
Professor 

Samuel, Ashwin V. – Energy 
Management System (EMS) for 
an Electric Vehicle – G.N. Reddy, 
Supervising Professor

Saxena, Parag – Simulation of Selected 
Vapor Recovery Processes – Helen H. 
Lou, Supervising Professor

Shah, Meet A. – Relation of the 
Apparent Work of Adhesion to 
Vibrations – Rafael Tadmor, Supervising 
Professor

Shahid, Maryam – In Vivo Study of 
Lipids and Sterols of Saccharomyces 
Cerevisiae (Yeast) Cell Membrane 
– Thuy Minh Nguyen, Supervising 
Professor 

Smith, Kirstie – A City-Level Analysis 
Using Asset-Based Community 
Development – S. Greg Thompson, 
Supervising Professor

Somasi, Venkata S. – Comparison 
of Spontaneous Spreading and 
Retraction of Oil Drops in Zero 
Relative Humidity and Normal 
Conditions – Rafael Tadmor, 
Supervising Professor

Suvvari, Ramesh – Study of Structural 
Properties and Kinetics of Ammonia 
Borane/Polyacrylamide Composite 
– Ozge Gunaydin Sen, Supervising 
Professor

Tomar, Sandeep – Contact Angle 
Hysteresis for Pendant Drops – Rafael 
Tadmor, Supervising Professor

Topping, Lisa A. – Comparing the 
Effects of Mental Imagery and Fantasy 
on Anxious Performers – Jeremy A. 
Shelton, Supervising Professor



ALPHA LAMBDA DELTA
Freshman Honors

Red, White and Gold Triple Cords

ALPHA PI MU
Industrial Engineering 

Honor Society
White Cord joined with 

White Panel

BETA ALPHA PSI 
Accounting Honor Society

Red or White Stole with Emblem,
Red and Black Double Cord

BETA GAMMA SIGMA
International Business 

Honor Society
Blue and Gold Cord and Stole

BETA TAU CHAPTER OF KAPPA PI
International Honorary 

Art Fraternity
Purple and Gold Double Cord

BETA XI CHAPTER OF PHI 
BETA DELTA

International Student Honors
Gold Medallion with Red and 

Yellow Ribbon

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Arts and Sciences Majors 

with a 4.0 GPA
Gold Medallion on Red Ribbon

CHI EPSILON
Civil Engineering Honor Society

White Stole

DELTA-BETA CHAPTER OF 
ETA KAPPA NU

Electrical and Computer 
Engineering Honor Society

Yellow Stole with Insignia, Yellow 
Cord with Red and Blue Tassel

GAMMA NU CHAPTER OF SIGMA 
TAU DELTA 

English Honor Society
Cardinal Red Stole with Black 

Embroidered Seal, Brass Medallion 
on Red Ribbon, Cardinal Red and 

Black Double Cords

KAPPA DELTI PI
International Honor Society 

in Education
Purple and Green Cord 

LU AMBASSADORS
Student Ambassadors

Red and Gold Double Cord

LU HONORS
Latin Honors

Red and White Double Cord

LU VETERANS
US Military Veteran

Red, White and Blue Double Cord

HONORS

An Honor Graduate must have completed 60 hours at Lamar University 
for a 4-year degree. A student with a GPA of 3.5 or higher on all LU 

undergraduate work will be awarded honors. Cum laude is 3.5 to 3.64, 
magna cum laude is 3.65 to 3.79 and summa cum laude is 3.8 to 4.0.

NATIONAL STUDENT NURSING 
ASSOCIATION

Student Nursing Association
Blue and White Cord

OMEGA CHI EPSILON
Chemical Engineering

Honor Society
White Stole

THE ORDER OF THE ENGINEER
Upholding Engineering Integrity

Orange Stole with Red Trim

ORDER OF OMEGA
Greek Honors

Gold Stole with Logo, Gold and 
Ivory Cords

PHI BETA DELTA
International Honor Society

Gold Medallion with Red and 
Gold Ribbon

PHI ETA SIGMA
Freshman Honors

Black and Gold Double Cords

PHI KAPPA PHI
Junior/Senior Honor Society

Yellow Stole with Insignia on White 
Background, White Medallion with a 

Blue Ribbon and Blue Cord

PI MU EPSILON
Math Honor Society

Purple, Lavender and Gold 
Triple Cord

PSI CHI
Psychology Honor Society

Platinum and Dark Blue Cord, 
Platinum Stole, Platinum Medallion 

on Navy Blue Ribbon

REAUD HONORS COLLEGE
Graduate who has completed 

23 hours of honors coursework, 
including an honors thesis, or 26 

hours with eight hours of 
upper-level credits while 
maintaining a 3.25 GPA.

Bronze Medallion with Red and 
White Ribbon

SIGMA DELTA PI
Spanish Honor Society

Red and Gold Double Cords
Gold or Red and Gold Stole

SIGMA THETA TAU
International Nursing Honor Society 

Purple and White Double Cords

SMITH-HUTSON SCHOLAR
Smith-Hutson Scholarship Recipient

Black Stole with Red Trim

TAU BETA PHI
Engineering Honor Society

White Stole with Orange Insignia

UPSILON PI EPSILON
Computer Science Honor Society

Medallion on Maroon Ribbon, 
Maroon and White Double Cord

ZETA LAMBDA CHAPTER OF 
PI SIGMA ALPHA

Political Science Honor Society
Red, White and Black Cord
Medallion on Red Ribbon



THE ACADEMIC REGALIA

In its essential features, the academic regalia worn at American college 
exercises had its beginning in the Middle Ages. The oldest universities 
in Northern Europe grew out of church schools, and both faculty and 
students were regarded as part of the clergy. Hence, as their regular 
costume, they wore clerical garb borrowed largely from the monastic 
dress of their day.

The academic gown and hood were fi rst regularly adopted by the 
University of Cambridge in 1284 and by the University of Oxford a 
little later. The custom transplanted to this country in Colonial times 
by King’s College in New York, now Columbia University. In 1895, 
American universities and colleges decided to standardize their 
academic styles and developed the intercollegiate code of academic 
costume. The style follows in the vein of the Cambridge tradition. The 
distinctive caps, gowns and hoods worn at present-day college and 
university functions denote the institution that granted the degree, the 
fi eld of learning in which the degree was earned and the level of the 
degree – bachelor, master or doctorate.

The gown is usually of black material (serge or worsted for bachelors, 
the same or silk for masters and silk for doctors). Bachelor’s gowns 
have pointed sleeves and master’s have long pouch-like sleeves, which 
reputedly were once used to carry books. Doctor’s gowns are faced 
with panels of velvet down the front and three bars of velvet across 
each sleeve.

The hood, worn around the neck so as to hang down the back, is the 
principal emblem of the nature and source of the degree held. The 
colors in the hood lining are the colors of the school conferring the 
degree. The color of the border indicates the scholarly fi eld of the 
wearer. Hoods may be worn only after the degree has been granted. 

The cap, the square mortarboard in American universities, but a 
round, short, fl at velvet hat in British, Canadian and some European 
universities, bears a tassel which may be black, or it may be colored 

according to the scholarly fi eld of the wearer. Only the doctors’ cap 
may be of velvet.

The degree colors are used for the edging of all hoods and may be 
used for the velvet facing and sleeve bars of doctors’ gowns and 
tassels on bachelors’ and masters’ caps. This includes: Arts and Letters 
– White, Commerce – Drab, Education – Light Blue, Engineering 
– Orange, Fine Arts – Brown, Humanities – Crimson, Law – Purple, 
Library Science – Lemon, Medicine – Green, Music – Pink, Pharmacy 
– Olive, Philosophy (Ph.D.) – Dark Blue, Physical Education – Sage 
Green, Science – Golden Yellow and Theology – Scarlet. 

UNIVERSITY MACE

Originally a medieval weapon and later carried by Sergeants at Arms 
guarding kings and high church offi cials, the mace has gradually 
assumed a purely ceremonial character symbolizing authority. As 
used in formal academic processions, the mace derives from the early 
university history. The Lamar University mace is traditional in design. 
The mahogany shaft is crowned by a head on which are mounted four 
representations of the university seal. The president of the Faculty 
Senate, who leads the academic procession, carries the mace in 
today’s ceremony.

ACADEMIC GONFALONS

Gonfalons, banners that are designed to hang from a crossbar, have 
historical roots dating back to the 12th century when they served as 
the offi cial emblems to represent the various districts of Florence, Italy. 
In more recent times, gonfalons have been adopted by academia to 
serve as symbols to represent each college within a university. Each 
college has their own representative banner with the dean from the 
respective college carrying the gonfalon in the academic processional.



Lamar University engages and empowers 
students with the skills and knowledge to 
thrive in their personal lives and chosen � elds 
of endeavor. As a doctoral granting institution, 
Lamar University is internationally recognized 
for its high quality academics, innovative 
curriculum, diverse student population, 
accessibility and leading edge scholarly activities 
dedicated to transforming the communities of 

Southeast Texas and beyond.

Special appreciation is extended to volunteers for serving 
as ushers for today’s commencement ceremony.

This program is not an offi cial graduation list. This printed program lists students 
who are eligible to graduate pending the outcome of fi nal examinations and fi nal 
grades. Therefore, it should not be used to determine a student’s academic or degree 
status. The student’s permanent academic record is kept by the Records Department, 
P.O. Box 10010, Beaumont, Texas 77710. Students, faculty and staff members are 
selected without regard to their race, color, creed, sex, age, disability or national 
origin, consistent with the Assurance of Compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964; Executive Order 11246 as issued and amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.


